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AN EPIDEMIC OF A SEVERE PNEUMONITIS IN THE BAYOU
REGION OF LOUISIANA'!

By B. J. OLsoxN, Surgeon, United States Public Health Service, and W. L. TREUTING,
Diréctor, Division of Preventive Medicine, Loutsiana State Department of Iealth

I. EPIDEMIOLOGICAL STUDY

This report concerns an cpidemic of a severe pneumonitis which
occurred in 6 scattered parishes of Louisiana over a total area of
approximately 20,000 square miles. The disease was recognized as an
entity only after an epidemiological study of 3 cases was begun on
March 8, 1943. This particular variety of pneumonitis was unusual
in that it spread among nursing contacts of cases and had a high
mortality—S8 deaths in 19 recognized cases.

The initial case was the wife of a trapper living 3 miles east of Creole
on the Little Chenier, Cameron Parish (figs. 1 and 2). On December
4, 1942, this individual (case 1) developed an acute febrile illness at
her home, became progressively worse, and was transferred to a
sanatorium in Ville Platte, La., 120 miles northeast of Creole, where
she expired on December 18, 1942. One nurse who had attended
her became ill with a similar acute illness on December 24, 1942,
and died on January 6, 1943 (case2). The husband of case 1, who had
remained in close attendance during her illness, returned to his home,
where he became ill on December 24, 1942 (case 3), and died on Jan-
uary 26, 1943. An elderly. man who was hospitalized in the sana-
torium in a room adjacent to that occupied by case 1 developed a
pneumonitis after leaving the sanatorium and recovered after a
severe illness of long duration (casc 4).

Case 2 was treated in the sanatorium and gave rise to six secondary
cases of the disease in nurses or in individuals who acted as nurses
during her illness (cases 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10). Of this series, cases 7
and 8 were treated in the sanatorium; cases 5, 6, and 9 in their homes

t From the Division of Infectious Discases, National Institute of Hcalth, and the Louisiana State De-
partment of Health.
2 Presented to the Louisiana State Medical Society, April 25, 1944,
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B.J. Olson and W. L. Treuting and others in a series of seven studies isolated
and described an agent belonging to the psittacosis-lymphogranuloma vene-
reum group of viruses.
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